Chronic myeloid leukemia-still a few questions.
The study of chronic myeloid leukemia has yielded many insights, especially after the discovery of the Ph chromosome, into the pathogenesis of leukemia and other forms of malignant disease. Most recently, knowledge of the central function of the BCR-ABL fusion gene led to the development of a small molecule, imatinib, that has proved remarkably effective at reducing the number of leukemia cells in individual CML patients and promises to prolong life substantially in comparison with earlier treatments. However, many questions relating to this exciting new agent remain unanswered, for example, how exactly it works, how patients develop resistance and what can be done to prevent or delay its onset, and whether any patient can really be "cured" by its use.